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W | NE Men were to ſearch 
dhe whole Diſpenſary, 
A W A they could not pitch 
upon a Drug more 
An proper for a Panacea, or uni- 
verſal Medicine, than Mercury ; 5 
dt being very precarious in its 
Operation. The other powerful 
Medicines ſhew a manifeſt and 
preſent Effect; but this may, by 
ſlow Degrees, ſap the very Foun- 
dation of Life, as I have made 

A 3 appear 


iv PREFAcE“ 
appear in this Treatiſe; and 
therefore may be rank'd among 
the ſlow Poiſons, if apply'd by an 
unskilful Hand. 
My Deſign is not to derogate 
from the Virtues of Mercury ; it 
is, by common Conſent, reekon'd 
among the four Cerdinal Medi- 
cines. I allow crude Mercury 
may do great Service in ſome 
Caſes; and if I can but convince 
the Reader ſo far, that he may 
grant me, on the other hand, it 
may alſo do great Prejudice, if 
miſapplied, I have my End. 
Crude Mercury has been long 
deem'd as the ultimate Remedy in 
the Iliac Paſſion, vulgarly called 
the Twifting of the Guts. Braſſa- 
volus, Matthiolus, Amatus Luſitanus, 
; Harm, and others, were bold 
| enough 


PREFACE v 
enough to recommend it to be 
given, a Scruple at a time, to 
Children for Worms, - and to Wo- 
men to haften their Delivery, at 
a Time when the common Opi- 
nion was, that it acted by a cer- 
tain occult deleterious Quality ; 
but with theſe Reſtrictions, that 
it may hurt, when given in too 
great a Quantity, or when the 
Body abounds in bad Humors; 
and that it is leſs beneficial to bi- 
lious and melancholy, than phleg- 
matic Conſtitutions. 

This being the Senſe of thoſe 
Authors who were profefled Ad- 
vocates for Crude Mercury, it is 
admirable, the Author of the an- 
tient Phyſician's Legacy, ſhould pre- 
ſume to recommend it in various 
Complaints, without any Limita- 

2 tion, 


vi PREFACE. 
tion, ſaying, be never kuew it to do 
an berm : And, for ought I know, 
theſe very Words may have occa- 
foned that many Perſons, of both 
Sexes, have lately taken it far all 
kinds of Diſorders. But how true 
theſe Words are, and what riſque 
fome run in the taking of it, 1 
leave the Reader to judge. 

If proper Obſervatians had been 
made at the time when this Me- 
thod of taking Crude Mercury was 
in faſhion, in this Iſland, in the 
laſt Century, I am perſuaded the 
Examples of thoſe then hurt by it, 
would be ſufficient to make People 
more wary at preſent. But leſt 
this Faſhion ſhould do more Miſ 
chief, or be revived again at ano- 
ther Time, for want of due Ob- 
ſervation, I am determined to go 


ON 


PREFACE vi 
on in collecting all the Caſes I can, 
in order to ſet this Matter in a 
clear Light. And therefore I beg 
the Favour of all, who have the 
Welfare of the Public at heart, to 
ſend to the Publiſher of this Pam- 
phlet, the Caſes where they have 
experienced either Service or Hurt 
from this Practice; which ſhall 
be acknowledg'd with Thanks, 
and inſerted in a future Treatiſe 
I defign on this Subject. 

My Theory, perhaps, may not 
ſquare with every one's Opinion: 
But my Intention being to pro- 
mote the Good of the Public, an 
Allowance will, I hope, be made 
in my favour, fince I am the firſt 
who have ventured upon this diffi- 
cult Task; or if the Reader will 
but be ſo kind to ſuſpend his 


| Judg- 


vii PREFACE, 
Judgment till he knows a betten 
Solution for this Phenomenon, 
I promiſe in return not to con- 
tinue obſtinate in my preſent way 
of Thinking, if another can give 
a more ebene Account of this 
Matter. 


A 
TREATISE 


ON 
MERCURY, Ge. 


HE Public, as an ingenious 

Author obſerves, is the wiſeſt 

n 4nd ſooliſheſt Thing in Na- 

10 15 ture; it is like a Body with 
many Heads, one of which 

a great Buſtle and Noiſe, de 
reſt ſtare that way. 

This Sentence is daily verified in all 
Tranſactions of Life, hut more eſpecially 
in Faſhions of Dreſſes; though a Fa- 
ſhion appears at firſt ridiculous, it ſoon 
becomes familiar, if countenanced by 
B ſome . 
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ſome leading Perſon ; and the Prejudice 
againſt it is mitigated or quite aboliſhed, 
by the Opinion we have of People's Un- 
derſtanding, which commonly is rated in 
Proportion to their Quality and Riches. 

The Manner of Cloathing the Body 
being matter of no great Conſequence, 
it may be, that Man ſuffers himſelf to 
be led away ſo eaſily, becauſe he doth 
not give himſelf the Trouble to conſider 
much about it. But it is very ſurprizing, 
that Faſhions ſhould likewiſe obtain in 
Things which touch the Welfare of Man- 
kind in the tendereſt Part, I mean Me- 
dicines. 

The old Maxim, that what can do 
much good may alſo do much harm, 
ſeems to be quite forgot, elſe People 
would not take Mercury, one of the 
moſt powerful Medicines in Nature, al- 
moſt for any Complaints, without con- 
ſidering Age, Sex, Conſtitution, preſent 
Situation of the Body, or all other 
Circumſtances; it is a ſufficient In- 
ducement for many to follow this Pra- 

2 ctice, 


of Merotity, 3 
Riee, becauſe it is ſuch an eaſy Remedy, 
and ſome have found Benefit from it, or 
that it is now become faſhionable. Thus 
Mercury reigns triumphant under the 
Character of a Panacea, or univerſal Me- 
dicine ; and the Public ſeem ſo zealous in 
recommending this Darling, that I ex- 
pect it may ſoon be preferred by the fair 
Sex to their Cloſets as a choice Cor- 
dial. 
I foreſee many may have the leſs re- 
gard for the Contents of this Pamphlet, 
thinking it to be a Phyſician's Intereſt to 
write, right or wrong, againſt ſo bene- 
ficial a Medicine; but to obviate this Pre- 
judice, I aſſure the Reader, that the Be- 
nefit of the Public was my chief View, 
and therefore I crave his Patience till he 
has read the whole, by which Time I 
don't doubt he will be convinced, that I 
have good Reaſons for ſaying, that this 
way of taking Mercury is a very danger- 
ous practice. 
It is a common Thing for People great- 
ly to extol the Virtues of a new Medi- 
B 2 cine, 
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eine, till Experience makes them wiſer. 


But this cannot be ſaid to be the preſent 
Caſe, for Mercury has been long in uſe, 
and its good and bad Qualities have been 
ſufficiently diſcovered by Experience and 
the Fire. 

This Mineral Fluid has been always 
found hurtful to the nervous Syſtem ; 
which Conſideration alone might be ſut- 
ficient to warn People not to uſe it incon- 
ſiderately. But for farther Satisfaction, 
I ſhall canvaſs this Matter under the three 
following Heads, ig. 1. Shewing the 
Nature of Mercury. 2. Its manner of 
operating in Human Bodies. And, z. 
Conclude with mentioning ſome Inſtan- 
ces of its dreadful Effects. 

Mercury is by moſt number'd amongſt 
the Metals ; the Character by which the 
Chymiſts expreſs it is thus ($) the 
round Circle in the middle, the Alchy- 
miſts ſay, denotes, that its intrinſical 
Parts are Gold ; the Semicircle on the 
Top ſignifies, that its outſide appears like 


Silver; and the Croſs at the bottom, that 


a 


ef Mercury. 3 
a corroſive Subſtance is join'd with it, 
which two Principles being removed 
pure Gold will remain, but in a fluid 
State. 

Next to Gold Mercury is the heavieſt 
Metal, and the more tis freed from its 
heterogeneous Particles, the more pon- 
derous it grows; a Heat not much more 
intenſe than that of boiling Water makes 
it fly away under the Appearance of 
Smoak; it is not malleable, but diviſible 
into infinitely ſmall ſpherical Particles, and 
incorporates very eaſily with Gold, Lead, 
Silver and Tin. | 

From its ſilver Colour, and conſpicu- 
ous Mobility, it has been called by the 
Greeks USezpypor, that is, Argentum 
Aqueum, or Aqua Argentea ; and by the 
Latins, Argentum vioum, in Enpliſp 
Quickſilver. The Name of Mercury is, 
perhaps, derived from its Agility, and 
different Shapes it is capable of, alluding 
to the Character of the Heathen Deity of 
that Name. 


Mer- 
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Mercury, according to the Alchymiſts, 
is the Proteus of Nature; a Liquor which 
does not wet, a Water which -doth not 
moiſten the Hands, upon which Metals 
ſwim, like Wood upon Water, except 
Gold; ſoſt and flowing, yet diſſolving 
the hardeſt Bodies. Liquor non made- 
faciens, aqua manus non humedt ans, cui 
metalla ſuperuatant, ut aque lignum, 
auro excepto, mollis & fluxilis, duri ſſi- 
ma tamen Curpora reſolvens. Mercury» 
they ſay, is the primum Stamen of all 
Metals; therefore many have taken groat 
pains to work upon it, in order to effect 
by its means the Tranſmutation of Me- 
tals. Some call the firſt Principles of all 
Metals Sal, Sulphur, and Mercury, 


* which others expreſs by the Terms, Ter- 


ra, Oleum, or Materia inflammabilis 
& aqua. The Sal, they ſay, is the 
Body of the Metal, the Sulphur is the 
Principle which tinges, and the Mercury 
'animates it, or acts in it, as the Spirit in 
the human Body. But as it is difficult to 


prove theſe Principia by manual Opera- 


tion, 


of Mercury. -"* 
tion, or 2 priori, the graveſt Writers on 
theſe Matters confine themſelves to this, 
that the prima materia of all Metals is a 
ſubtile unctuous Fluid, which occaſions a 
Conſiſtence and Solidity, or Coagulation 
in ſome ſolid Body, acting in the Bowels 
of the Earth in the manner of a fixing 
Vapor. And that this Vapor or Spirit is 
of a ſulphurous acid Nature, is proved from 
many Arguments ; for almoſt all Mine- 
rals ſmell of Sulphur, and being put on 
the Fire exhale an acid Steam, not unlike 
that of common Sulphur, when burnt 
in the open Air. Beſides, all Mines 
abound with ſulphureous Steams-in pro- 
portion to their Richneſs in Oar; and that 
their ſulphureous Steams are diffuſed 
through the whole Globe, is plain from 
the ſurprizing ſubterraneous Phenomena, 
the burning Mountains, and the Earth- 
quakes, which cannot be well accounted 
for any otherwiſe. 

The faline or earthy Particles in | Mer- 
cury are of a very fine Texture, and on 
account of their Ponderoſity have been 

thought 
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thought by all Alchymiſts ta come neareft 
the Purity of Gold. Its Sylphur is of an 
arſenieal Nature, highly pernicious to 
the human Frame, and the mercurial op 
aqueaus Particles ſo copious, that they 
preſerve it in a fluid State; wherefors 
fome haye attempted, in order to make 
Mercury ſolid, and bring it to Matyrity, 
as they expreſs it, to fix it, by adding 
to it, Bodies abounding in ſulphureous 
Particles, as Lapis Calaminaris, or 
Radix Curcuma, which will bring 
Mercury into a hard Subſtance, ting+ 
Ing it of a yellow Colour; but when 
brought to Fuſion again the Mer- 
eury flies away from his Confine» 
ment, and leaves a yellowiſh Caput Mor- 
tuum behind it. No Proceſs is known 
that will fix this Proteus ſo as to indure 
the Fire; for let the Chymiſts torture 
him till he looks like a pale, white, 
oreen, yellow, red, or any other co- 
lour'd Calx or Earth, he may eaſily be 
reduced to his primitive running State 


again, as Mr. Zope proves from winkte 
leſ 


| of Mercury. 9 
iel Proceſſes, and all Chymiſts know. 
Lewenhock, and others, who would ra- 
ther truſt to the Information of their Sen- 
ſes, have found by Inſpection with their 
Microſcopes ; that though Mercury be 
tortured ever ſo much by Fire, -or the 
Corroſiveneſs of Salts, its Particles al- 
ways retain a ſpherical Figure. But 
heyne in his Eſſay on Fevers thinks, 
that Mercury may come to change its 
Sphericity, from the following Reaſon, 
that wheneycr the Gravity of 'wereprial 
Particles is equal to the Medium they are 
ſuſpended in, they will receive the Fi- 
gure the Motion of the Medium can im- 
print on them. That Mercury may be 
brought to this State, he proves, becauſe 
by pounding Mercury in common Water 
its Weight diminiſhes, and the Water is 
tinged. Tis Boerhave's Opinion, that Mer- 
cury is compoſed of ſmall Globules divi- 
ſible ad inſinitum, in which the chimeri- 
cal Principles of Aqua, Sal, & Oleum, are 
ſo interwoven, that by no Art they can 


be ſeparated from each other. 
C The 
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The two Principles however, which 
plainly diſcover themſelves in Mercury, 
are Sulphur and Earth. That this Sul- 
phur produces an arſenical or poiſonous 
Effect, ſufficiently appears from Experi- 
ence, I do not however ſuppoſe any oc- 
cult, deleterious Quality in it more' than 
any other; but as it is very ſubtile, and 


animated by the impelling Force of the 
ſmall globular Particles of Mercury, theſe 


two Powers act in a compound Ratio of 
the Veloſity of the Sulphur, and the Pon- 
deroſity of the ſpherical Particles of Mer- 
cury join'd together. This Phænomenon 
may cæteris paribus be compared to the 
Exploſion of a Gun, and therefore the diſ- 
mal Effects, from taking down by Inſpira- 
tion the Fumes of Mercury, are eaſily ac- 
counted for, by any one who does but 
conſider, that by means of the Lungs it 
will be convey'd into the Blood. Miners 
and Gilders are for this Reaſon plagued 
with many Diſtempers, as we ſhall have 
occaſion to ſpeak of them hereafter; I 
will only add, that from the Conſequen- 

ces 


of Mercury. 11 
ces we may aſcertain there is an arſenical 
Sulphur in Mercury. | 

A ſubtile Earth is alſo one of its con- 
ſtituent Parts, which though in ſo ſmall 
a Quantity, that it may be carry'd into. 
the Air by a very little Heat, deſerves 
our Conſideration, in as much as it in 
ſome meaſure counterpoiſes the great Por- 
tion of Sulphur; and as all Kinds of 
Salts a& upon Mercury, the Chymilts are 
puzzled what to make of it. 

Be this as it will, it appears from theſe 
Premiſes, that the Activity of Mercury 
depends upon two Cauſes, vis. from its 
Sulphur and Pondus ; upon which Prin- 
ciples I ſhall build my Method of Rea- 
ſoning, not troubling my ſelf about 
Terms. 

Mercury is found in ſeveral Mines in 
Germany, Bohemia, Hungary, and Ta- 
ly. Native Mercury, or that which is 
found ſeparated from its Oar by Nature, 
is called Virgin Mercury ; they purge it, 
by rubbing it with Salt and Vinegar, or 
firejping it through Leather , but it is 

= 8 3 come 
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commonly ſeparated from native Cinna- 
ber by Diſtillation; which is alſo the 
Way of reviving it. „ 
The Uſe of Mercury in Medicine was 
firſt introduced by the Arabians, who 
uſed it in the Itch and Leproſy ; and from 
a Parity of Reaſoning was afterwards 
made uſe of by the European Phylicians 
in the Venereal Diſtemper, Andr. Cæ- 
ſalpin, Lib. IV. de Morbo Gallico, has 
the following Words: Simile +atione 
ſanat inunttio ex argento Viro. Reme- 
dium deſumtum ex Meſue, qui eo nute- 
batur ad ſcabiem craſſam. For the ſame 
Reaſon tis that a mercurial Unction doth 
heal; a Remedy taken from Meſue, who 
uſed it for the thick Scab. And likewiſe; 
Fernelius de Luis Vener. curat per Hy- 
drargyrum, Cap. xvii. Hujus enim i ſum 
avi noſtri ex Arabum Schola deducerunt, 
guos conſtat bydrarg yrum ad Ulcera ma- 
ligna. & cacoethea cercenda, atque ad 
ſcabiem omnem ſiccant feliciter uſurpaſſe. 
The Uſe of this our Anceſtors had from 
the Arabian Schools, who it is well 
| 1 |” 
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known, made uſe of Quickſilver to con- 
quer malignant and habitual Ulcers, and 
1 Sorts of dry Scabs. Jacobus Car- 
penſis was the firſt who apply d it in the 
Venereal Diſeaſe, immediately after the 
Neapolitan Expedition, by Charles VIII. 
King of France; from that Time the 
Diſtemper was called Lues Penerea ; 
and Jacobus Carpenſis uſed Mercury 
with ſo good Succeſs, that in a very 
little Time he acquired an immenſe 
Eftate ; for beſides a great deal of Plate, 
he left four hundred Thouſand Ducats to 
his Heirs, which he had all gotten by 
vending a mercurial Ointment. Some ſay a 
Few from Lisbon diſcovered its Uſe in 
the Venereal Diſeaſe by chance. How- 
ever, Mercury came ſoon ſo much in 
Vogue, that it was look'd upon as an 
undoubted Specific in that Diſorder. 
But this noble Medicine falling into 
the Hands of unskilful Empyricks, it loſt 
greatly of its Reputation, by reaſon of 
the Miſchief done by it ; wherefore many 
exclaimed * it as a dangerous, nay, 
R | "rw 
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14 The Uſe and Abuſe 
poiſonous Medicine, not fit to be applied 
to any buman Body, Eſpecially Ferne- 
lius, in the aforeſaid Treatiſe, where he 
declaims againſt it as a poiſonous Drug. 
And Joan. Varaudæus, De Lue Vener. 
alſo mentions Mercury as a very ſuſpici- 
ous Medicine, not fit to be given, with- 
out a great deal of Skill and Precau- 
tion, 

Then the Chymiſts went to work in 
order to corre& its deadly Quality, by 
actual and potential Fires; how well 
they have ſucceeded, I leave any one to 


judge, And ſome finding the Chymical 


Preparations, being much clogg'd with 
Salts, very violent upon the human Body, 
by a conſtant, long continued Fire, cal- 
cined it, which is called Mercurius præ- 
cipitatus per ſq. But this alſo being 
found a very rough Medicine, perhaps on 
account of the fiery Particles adhering to 
it, were for throwing by all Preparati- 
ons, and reſolved to give it without any 
previous Preparation internally, but not 
without joining Aloes, Khubars, Colo- 

: cint h, 
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cinth, Diagrid, or ſuch like Medicines 
with it, to purge it off again. Even the 
famous Belloſto, who ſo mightily recom- 
mends Mercury in ſubſtance, mixes ſome 
gentle Cathartic with his Pills. Of the 
like kind are the Pillulæ Barbaroſſe, or 
Cærulea, from Hercules Saxonia, the 
Pillule de Hydrargyro Horftii, and 
others. 

A very noted way of giving Mercury 
in Subſtance is the Airhiopia Mineralis, 
prepared either with or without Fire. 
Dr. Cheyne, in his Treatiſe de PFebribus, 
is of Opinion, it enters the Blood in ſuch 
quantity as to ouze out thro' the Pores of 
the Skin ; of which he mentions an Ex- 
ample from his own Experience. How 
much Deference ſoever may be due to 
that learned Gentleman's Judgment, yet 
the common Opinion of the Moderns is, 
that it enters the Lacteals no more than 
the Teſtaceous Powders, by reaſon that 
the mercurial Particles are render'd too 
groſs by the Adherence of the Sulphur ; 
or that if the Sulphur ſhould be ſparated 


from 
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from the Mercury in the firſt Paſlages, it 
would run together again, and thus alfo 
be incapable of paſſing, . .. 

After theſe many Revolutions, 1 
cury comes at laſt to this Preferment, 
that a late Author thinks it a quite harm- 
leſs Medicine, and recommends it for 
an Aſthma, Pains of the Stomach and In- 
teſtines, the Gravel, Stone, Barrenneſs, 
Phthyſick, c. taken crude, the Quan- 
tity of an Ounce Mornings and Even- 
ings. 

Though there is no doubt this Practice, 
which many Thouſands at preſent follow, 
without proper Precaution and Advice, 
will fall by the Prejudice People will re- 
ceive from it, yet the ſooner its Progreſs 
is ſtopt, the more Miſchief will probably 
be prevented. Therefore, as the Reader 
has been acquainted with the Nature of 
the Metal, I am to tell him now, that 
ſome of the Mercury muſt abſolutely get 
into the Blood, elſe it could not produce 
ſuch Effects, as ſome have perceived 
from it. And as ſome have ſalivated by 
taking 
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taking crude Mercury after the preſent 
faſhionable manner, it is indiſputably 
true, that ſome of the Mercury mixes with 
the Blood. Etmuller obſerves alſo, that 
a Perſon, who had taken two Pounds of 
crude Mercury for a Paſſio Liaca, did 
ſalivate. | 
The Author mentions a Gentleman at 
Ebſham, was cured by it, of an Aſthma, 
and it cannot be diſown'd, that ſeveral 
others have been relieved from that Com- 
plaint. Now an Aſthma proceeds from 
a viſcid Blood or Serum, which hinders 
the Motion, or Enlargement of the Ve- 
ſicles of the Lungs; and as by that 
Means the Paſlages are ſtraitned, the A, 
pera Arteria, Arteria Pulmonalis, and 
Pena Pulmonalis, are greatly depreſſed; 
by which means Inſpiration is chiefly im- 
paired ; Infpiration ſeldom, unleſs the 
Liver or Spleen be ſchirrhous : There- 
fore 'tis plain, that it Mercury acted only 
asan Abſorbent, as ſome pretend, it could 
not be ſo effectual in Aſthmas. 
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Some have imagined that ſo conſidera- 
ble a Quantity circulated with the Blood, 
that they fancy'd they found ſome in 
Chamber-Pots. Platerus mentions this 
in his Obſervations ; but it is probable it 
might be a female Caſe, and had dropt 
from the Anus, For many have weighed 
the Mercury when voided, and found 
(1 ſuppoſe with an Allowance of a few 
Grains, which are hardly taken notice of 
in an Ounce) the ſame Quantity again. 
Which Experiment contradicts that Sup- 
poſition, not to mention many Reaſons 
which might be alledged to the con- 
trary. 

We have already obſerved, that ſome 
Particles of Mercury enter into the Blood 
to cauſe thoſe Effects, therefore it will be 
expected I ſhould give ſome Account how 
that is performed : Hoc opus hic labor: 
And as no Author has as yet explained 
this Point, IJ may, perhaps, meet with 
many Objections ; wherefore as I advance 
my Opinion, with Submiſſion to ſuperior 
Judgments, I hope the Publick will 

think 
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think well of mine, till a better is pro- 
duced. 

Some think, that when the Mercury 
is long detained in the Body, ſome of the 
Mercury is ſqueezed into the Lacteals; 
which Particles, however, muſt be fo 
fmall, as to be ſuſpended in the Chyle, 
and cannot be in ſuch Quantity as ſome 
imagine ; elſe they would unite in the 
Receptaculum Commune, and be incapa- 
ble of producing any viſible Effect in the 
Body. But this Hypotheſis meets with 
this Difficulty, that in order to force ſome 
Mercury into the very narrow Orifices of 
the Lacteals, the Mercury ought to be 
confined, and preſſed hard; which not 
being practicable in the Inteſtines, it is 
thought difficult to conceive, The moſt 
probable Method therefore to account for 
this Phænomenon, is the following. 

Conſidering the Nature of Mercury as 
above-deſcribed, it is not difficult to con- 
ceive, that when it comes into the Sto- 
mach, it is there acted upon by the Salts 
in the Jujces of the Stomach; which with 
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the Aſſiſtance of the natural Heat of the 
Body, and periſtaltic Motion, as alſo the 
continual Action of the pectoral and ab- 
dominal Muſcles, cannot but diſſolve ſome 
Particles of this Metal. The fame Ope- 
ration is continued through the whole Ca- 
nal of the Inteſtines, and there will be 
more or leſs of the Mercury diflolved, 
according to the Proportion of the Salts 
contained in the Juices. 

This Theory is proved by a common 
Experiment ; which is, that human Spit- 
tle will fix Mercury ſo far, as to deprive 
it of its running Quality. The Reaſon is, 
becauſe the Salts of the Spittle ſtick to 
the Particles of the Mercury, and deprive 
them of their Sphericity, in which their 
Agility conſiſted, And if we farther caſt 
our Views back upon the Experiment of 
a Solution of ſome of the Mercury with 
Water only, void of Salts, we may eaſily 
conclude that of an Ounce of Mercury 
taken crude, there may be diſſolved in the 
prime oiæ, and carried by the Lacteals 
into the Blood, at leaſt 3 or 4 Grains, 
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pro rato, according to the Diſpoſition of 
the Juices: And this continued for 5 or 
6 Weeks, twice a Day, will amount to 
about + of an Ounce of the fineſt and moſt 
active Particles of Mercury, ſent at ran. 
dom into the Body, to do there what 
Execution Chance ſhall dire& them, 

To prevent any ones Surprize at this 
Doctrine, I put the Reader in mind of 
g much harder Subſtance, which un- 
doubtedly is diſſolved by the Juices of 
the firſt Paſſages, 0iz. Steel, or Iron, 
which daily is given in Subſtance with 
great Succeſs, 

Hear the learned Hofman, in his Diſ- 
ſertation De Metallurgia morbifera, what 
the Spirit, or moſt ſubtle Parts of this 
Metal is able to do. This Spirit, ſays 
he, which is able to diſſolve moſt Metals, 
penetrates through the whole Frame of 
the Body, and forcing its way through 
the ſmalleſt Paſſages, it powerfully diſ- 
ſolves the thick Juices, tears the Con- 
texture of the Blood aſunder, and di- 
vides the prima Stamina thereof, It 
| : alſo 
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alſo irritates too much the Membranes, 
Nerves," and Fibres, and ſqueezes the 
Veſſels placed between them, ſo that 
ſtrange Humours may eaſily lodge there; 
from whence enſue Rheumatiſms, Effuſions 
of Lymphæ, Palſy, great Weaknef:, and 
violent ſhakings of the Nerves. The 
hurtful Steam of Mercury doth not ſpare 
the Bones themſelves ; for the Teeth be- 
come looſe and carious. By its Pon- 
deroſity, it as well attacks the Solids as 
the Fluids, And laſtly, Mercury has a 
particular Faculty of attracting the Points 
of Salts, and retaining them cloſely, 
whoſe Powers being combined, their 
Activity is augmented, whereupon they 
corrode or tear, or, atleaſt, violently ir- 
ritate the Fibres of the Stomach, whence 
Convulſions, Hemorrhages, Inflammati- 
ons, Gangrenes, and deadly Suppreſſions 
of the Excrements. 

Gerardus Goris, in his Mercurius 
Triumpbator, ſays, that all thoſe who 
dig up Mercury, or work it in the Fire, 
are ſubject to horrid Weakneſſes and 

Tremblings 
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Tremblings of the Nerves. All ſuch 
Miners are of a livid Colour, and ſoon 
fall into a Palſy, or Convulſions, and 
laſtly, are ſuffocated by an Aſthma : 
And even the ſtrongeſt Men cannot live, 
in this Work, above four Years, but die 
moſt miſerably. In Tay the Mercury 
Miners work but fix Hours in a Day, 
and yet they ſoon grow paralytick, and 
die of a hectic Fever. In Hungary, ſome 
Mines cannot be work'd at all, on Ac- 
count of the Mercurial Steams, which 
ſuffocate moſt that come near them. A 
certain Labourer, who had work'd in 
the Mines only ſix Months, was ſo full 
of Mercury, that when he took a Piece 
of Gold into his Mouth, or rub'd it with 
his Fingers, it became white, like Silver ; 
and he was ſo infirm, that with both his 
Hands he could not bring a Glaſs of 
Beer to his Mouth without ſpilling. Gil- 
ders, Looking Glaſs-makers, Chymiſts, 
Painters, and thoſe who in Peru ſeparate 
the Gold and Silver from mineral Droſs, by 
means of Mercury, are exposd to the like 
Inconveniencies. I 
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I foreſee it will be objected, thoſe Aua 
thors ſpeak of the mercurial Exhalations 
of the Mines : But pray what Difference 
is there, whether the fineſt mercurial Par- 
ticles are convey'd into the Blood by the 
Prime Viz, or the Lungs, All that can 
be ſaid, is, that perhaps, the modern 
Quickſilver-takers do not receive ſo great 
a Quantity of theſe Mercurial Particles, as 
thoſe that work in the Mines; and as the 
Quantity is leſs, ſo the Operation may be 
leſs pernicious, tho', at the ſame time, 
the Mercury will operate in them in the 
ſame manner in Proportion. 

Another Objection is, that as theſe Par- 
ticles are diluted by the Juices of the Sto- 
mach and Inteſtines, their deleterious Fa- 
culty is thereby blunted. But as by means 
of the Salts in the Juices they are qualify'd 
to be carry'd into the Blood, they may at- 
tract in the Proceſs of circulating in the 
Blood and lymphatic Veſſels ſuch a Num- 
ber of Spicula, as to become at .laſt of a 
corroſive Nature, and being grown too 

bulky to paſs through the capillary Veſ- 
9 ſels, 
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Tels, may cauſe Obſtructions, and conſe- 
quently paralytic Diſorders or Tremors; 
or if an Eroſion ſhould happen, eſpecially 
in the ſmall Veſſels of the Brain, may oc- 
eaſion an Apoplexy and ſudden Death: 
And as we are not ſure that in all Bodies 
theſe mercurial Particles will go off by 
Perſpiration or otherwiſe, we may always 
expect ſome ſuch Effect at the end. 

It will be further objected, that great 
Benefit has been perceived from this Pra- 
Rice in Aſthmas. This ſhews then plain- 
ly, from what I ſaid before concerning 
the Theory of an Aſthma, that the Mer- 
cury muſt act very vigorouſly, And grant- 
ing this, let us ſuppoſe this Action had 
been exerted in the very ſmall Veſlels of 
the Brain, or in ſome of thoſe which 
creep round the Nerves, what diſmal 
Diſorders might not there have been pro- 
duced e So that this good Effect in Aſth- 
mas is owing to a particular Idioſyncraſis, 
or State of the Body or Chance, which no 
Man in his Senſes could run the riſque of, 


when ſo great Evils might poſſibly happen. 
E But 


/ 


46 The Uſe and Abuſe 
But the grand Objection of all is, that 
if Mercury is of ſo dangerous a Nature, 
why doth it not, when convey'd into the 
Blood in great Quantities, as is done in 
a Salivation, produce likewiſe all thoſe 
diſmal Effects, I talk of, rather in a 
greater Degree ? 

To this I anſwer, that Mercury, in 
Salivations, doth cauſe very violent 
Effects; for which Reaſon Perſons of 
broken Conſtitutions, and many others, 
are judged incurable, not being capable 
to undergo the Operations of Mercury, 
leſt it ſhould prove fatal to them, Moſt 
Authors and Practitioners agree, that 
tis very dangerous to ſalivate Perſons 
whoſe Viſcera are not ſound, or if their 
Subſtance is infected with this Diſtemper ; 
as alſo thoſe who are ſcorbutick; hypo- 
chondriac, or ſubje&t to the Epilepſy, 
Convulſions, Vertigos, Tremors, (5c. 
Beſides, the Body is generally prepared 
for Salivation by Bleeding and Purging: 
Warm Baths are alſo by ſome ordered, 
to ſupple the Parts, and render them 

yielding 
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yielding and pliable. Notwithſtanding 
all theſe Precautions, very diſmal Symp- 
toms oſten attend it; as Fevers, violent 
Cholics, Diarrhæas, Dyſenteries, Swel- 
lings and Eroſions of the Glands, terrible 
Head-achs, Vertigos, Tremors, Deli- 
riums, Convulſions, and often Death 
cloſes the Rear. 

For this Reaſon no body ventures 
upon a Salivation without a skilful Aſſt 
ſtant, But that Mercury, thus thrown 
into the Body, doth not produce the 
ſame Effects, as by the modern Way 
of taking it, is becauſe it doth not pene- 
trate ſo far, therefore cannot lodge in 
the Parts where the Scene of thoſe 
Symptoms lies: For neither the Par- 
ticles of the Mercury, when convey'd 
into the Body by Unction, nor thoſe 
of Calomel, or any other Preparation, 
can be imagined to be ſo ſmall as thoſe 
prepared by the tine Salts of the Body, 
'That the Mercury in a Salivation does 
not enter into the Minima, is plain from 
its not proving an infallible Remedy in 
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the Pox, nor curing paralytick Diſor- 
ders, which are ſaid to proceed from 
ObſtruRions of the ſmall Veſſels that wind 
about the Nerves ; but that Mercury, 
when diſſolved into a Vapor, or its 
Mini ma, penetrates there, is ſeen; from 
its Effect upon Miners, Gilders, Looking- 
Glaſs Makers, Gc. Beſides, the Mercury 
cauſes the Juices ſo to gallop about in 
the Salivation, that by reaſon. of the 
Tenſion of the greater Veſſels, the 
ſmaller are ſo contracted, that they grow 
too narrow to admit the Globules of the 
Mercury; for which Reaſon a very high 
Salivation is not accounted a ſecure Way 
of curing a Pox, 

And, laſtly, after the Salivation is 
over, Care is taken to bring away all the 
Mercury by proper Evacuations; and 
if any ſhould remain, which ſometimes 
happens in ſome weak, diſtemper'd 
Part, it will not fail cauſing Pain; or, 
according to the Nature of the Part, the 
Miſchicts Fernelins and others mention. 
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I-hould alſo take notice of the famous 
Monpelier Practice, of curing the Pox by 
Mercurial Plaſters or Ointments, without 
Salivation: But as this is only a kind 
of Unction in a leſs Degree, becauſe 
it. ſometimes. cauſes; Salivation, therefore 
the ſame Anſwer will ſerve in this Caſe. 
And the Difference there is in the 
Operation of Mercury, when it acts as in 
its Minima, or in groſſer Particles, is 
plain from the Mercurial Girdle, which 
frequently cauſes Tremors, Convulſions, 
and Palſies; whereas ten times the Weight 
of Mercury, convey d into the Body by 
Unction or internal Medicines, would 
not have cauſed the like Effect. 
Fernelius, ſpeaking about the Uſe 
of Mercury, ſays, that ſome aſter they 
had uſed it had been ſubje& to Vertigos, 
ſome were grown mad, others remained 
with a Tremor of their Hands, Legs and 
Body, that they-could hardly walk. He 
tells you afterwards the following Story, 
which, if he were not an Author of good 
Credit, 1 ſhould ſoruple relating it aſter 


him. 
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him. I'll tranſlate it for the Eaſe of the 
Reader. A Perſon who had been well 
ten Years, after the Uſe of Mercury, 
perceived a great Pain in his Forehead, 
which continuing a long time, the 
Cranium began to putrify, and drop away 
by bits; then the Meninges and the Brain 
it ſelf ſuppurated, from whence a great 
Quantity of Pus iſſued forth, for ſeveral 
Months ; as alſo from the Angles of both 
Eyes: All his 'Tecth dropt out. He had 
no Fever, nor any conſiderable Nauſea- 
ting; but when the Ulcer reach'd the 
Ventricle of the Brain, the miſerable 
Wretch died in great 'Torment. 

Trallian found in ſeveral Bodies he. 
diſſected, a conſiderable Quantity of Mer- 
cury in the Cranium, and Juints of the 
Shoulders and Arms. Georgius Gar- 
nerus opening the Head of one who had 
taken Mercury, found ſome. running 
Mercury in the Ventricles of the Brain. 
Fallopius ſays, he ſaw Perſons who had 
been anointed with Mercury four Years 
before, and upon their getting gummous 

Excreſ- 
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Excreſcencies in the Forehead and 
Shins, the Bone being laid bare, he 
found ſome Mercury collected there. And 
Authors are full of Stories of this kind ; 
which I own may, in great meaſure, be 
owing to the Unskilfulneſs of the Perſon 
who conducted the Operation. Hows» 
_ ever, it proves this, that Mercury lodged 
in the Body, will not always come 
away, but ſometimes remain there, and 
cauſe diſmal Symptoms, and often many 
Years after. For after Salivation, tho* 
it be performed with all the Skill ima- 
ginable, and when all is over, Sudori- 
fics and Cathartics are given to evacuate 
the remaining Mercurial Particles, yet 
notwithſtanding all theſe Precautions, 
ſome Perſons remain with a fix'd Pain 
in ſome Joint or other; doubtleſs from 
Mercurial Particles lodged in the Ca- 
pillaries thereabouts. 

J. Varandeus, when he ſpeaks of 
Mercury, gives theſe Cautions concerning 
the uſing of it. It ought not to be given, 
ſays he, to old Perſons, to Paralytick, 
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or thoſe who have weak Nerves; nor to 
thoſe who are ſubje& to Quincies and Fo- 
vers, or to Perſons of a thin Habit. By 
which he means, that Mercury is per- 
nicious to all whoſe Viſcera are not ſound 
and ſtrong; and when I think on it, that 
many under the forementioned Circum- 


ances do gorge down Mercury, I am 


in a Maze at their Raſhneſs. 

But to be a little more particular upon 
thoſe Caſes, Old Peoples Viſcera are 
decay d, many of their ſmall Veſſels are 
worn out, and others obſtructed; if 
Mercury is convey'd into ſuch a Body, 
what can you expect but Eroſions and 
Tearings, or Oppilations of the Ca- 
pillaries, from whence Hæmorrhages, 
local Aches, paralytic Diſorders, and 
if the Scene of Action is in the Brain, 
Loſs of Memory, and the intellectual 
Faculties, Apoplexies, nay, Madneſs it 
ſelf. 

Think not I am ſpeaking only of thoſe 
who are 60 or 70, or more Years old: 
No, when the Body is worn out, the 

2 Perſon 
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Perſon is juſtly rank'd among the Old : 
And therefore ſome very young Perſons, 
old in Conſtitution, ought to take Mercury 
with as. much Caution; as thoſe older in 
Yeats. I muſt carry this Conſideration 


yet farther; and tell you, that one par- 


ticular Viſcus not being right ſound; tho? 
the Body appear to be ſtrong and vigo- 
rous, | innumerable Evils may be brought 
on by the violent Operation of Mercury, 
when leaſt expected. Belides, the Glo- 
bules of the Blood are leſs ſolid in theſe 
Perſons; and by the Force of Mercury 


will .be. yet more divided, and rendred 


incapable of reſiſting the Impulſe of the 


| Solids, from whenee hectic Diforders muſt 


neceſſarily enſue. 


I remember the Story of a Perſon who 


did not care to ſtir out of his Bed for. feat 
of wrenchirig or . tearing ſome capillary 


Veſſel of his Bedy ; and indeed I ſhould 
not have thought his Apprehenfion very 


ridiculous; if he had been taking of Mer- 


cury for five or fix Works. -afien, (hs, 


trodern Way. 
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The above-mentioned Vuramndæus ad- 
monithes alſo thoſe who are ſubject to 
Quineics, Fevers, and of a thin Habit, to 
be cautious ho they uſe Mercury. It is 
known by every body, that the Uſe 
of Mercury cauſes a great flooding of 
Lymphe into the Glands of the Mouth, 
and the Fauoes ; and therefore, thoſe who 
are ſubject to Obſirugions in thoſe 
Glands, as Perſons who oftcn have 
Quincies, ought not to run the riſque 


of bringing them on by Mercury. Per- 


ſons who often have Fevers, ſhould be 
jenalouus of Mercury, becauſe it occaſions 4 
great Agitation of the Solids and Fluids, 
and tbereſane may eably cauſe Fevers , 
which is one of the Reaſons why Cheyne 
thinks Mrreury not ſaſe in the Cure of 
them. 

inelinable to be heafiic, and as Mercury 
increaſes the Velooity of the Blood, irri- 
tates the Fibres, and promotes the Se- 
cretion and Excretion of Lymphe, it 
cannot be good or ſaſe for thoſe who have 
none to ſpare, | In 
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admonith thofe, who are ſubjc& to any 
Diſorder of the Head, of what Denomi- 
nation foever, to be ſhy of this way of 
uſimg Mercury, leſt they repent when 
tis too late. As Mercury is a confeſſed 
Enemy to the Nerves, it is ſo of conſe- 
quence to the Brain, and therefore thoſe 
who labour under any Complaints owing 
to the Brain or Nerves, may expect to 
grow worſe from this way of uſing it. 

I know very well, Mercury is of- 
ten given in ſome Complaints of that 
Nature, but not in this Form, nor with« 
out the Precaution of inereaſing the Se- 
cretions at the fame time, to carry it off 
one way or other; and even, that paraly - 
tic Diſorders have been attempted by 
Salivation, but with what Succeſs, let 
Experience declare, 

Many Caſes of this Nature might be 
produced here, but theſe may ſuffice to 
warn the unwary ; and, if they do not, 
as many more would not be enough. 
However, I may occaſionally ſay ſome- 

F 2 thing 
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thing more to this Purpoſe, when I come 
to examine the Caſes Mercury is recom- 
mended in. 

Hitherto we have conſidered what 
miſchief Mercury, thus lodged in the 
Body, may do in the remoter Parts of it. 
Let us now view it in the Prime Viz. 

The Inteſtines are generally computed 
to excede fix or ſeven times the Height 
of Man ; and as the Cavity they lie in 
is not very large, they have various 
Turnings and Windings, both ſide- 
ways, upwards and downwards, to be 
fitted to the Place, That the Aliments 
and Fæces are carry d up and down, 
backwards and forwards, is a good 
Inſtance of the ſurprizing Operations of 
Nature. This is performed by means 
of the periſtaltic Motion of the Inteſtines, 
the Fibres moving forwards from the 
Stomach down to the Anus, through the 
whole Canal of the Inteſtines, like a 
Skrew.; by this means the Inteſtines are 
contracted, and the Action of the pectoral 
and abdominal Muſcles in Inſpiration 

and 
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and Expiration, as alſo the Preſſure 
of the Diaphragma aſſiſting at the ſame 
time, the Aliments and Fæces are con- 
tinually ſqueezed in the Bowels, and by 
the Skrew-like, or periſtaltic Motion 
at laſt, protruded to the Extremity, the 
Anus, The Valves of the Inteſtines hin- 
der the Contents from falling back, when 
moved upwards; eſpecially, that conſi- 
derable one at the Beginning of the 
Colon, placed there to prevent the coming 
back of the Excrements into the Ileum, 
when they are to akend into the 
Colon. 

Thus the Protruſion of the Aliments 
is accounted for. But it is more difficult 
to demonſtrate how ſo ſlippery, and 
ponderous a Body as Mercury, doth 
paſs thro' the many Turnings and Wind- 
ings of the Inteſtines; which, if we did 
not know it from Experiments, we ſhould 
hardly believe. However, this deſerves 
the Conſideration of our Quickſilver- 
takers. They ſhould pauſe a little and 


think, that if the Inteſtines age not very 
found 
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ſound and firm, and the periſtaltic Mo. 
tion very ſtrong and active, it eannot be 
very fafe to load them with fo ponderous 
a Subſtance, If the Mercury ſhould 
prefs upon any decay d Part of the 
Inteſtines, I mean, where the Coats or 
Membranes are leſs ſtrong and firm, it 
may ſo ſtretch them, as to cauſe violent 
cholic Pains; nay, an Inflammation, of 
Gangrene of the Bowels it ſelf. And 
who can aſſure us, that by this means even 
a Rupture of the Guts may not happen? 
Or if ſome of the Mercury ſhould be 
lodged in the Appendix Vermiculari s 
or blind Gut, which hangs down like a 
little Bag, from the Beginning of the 
Colon, and the End of the Ileum, it may 
there in time acquire a corroſive Natures 
and deſtroy the Subſtance of that Bowel : 
The Confequence of this is not difficult to 
gueſs; after long Cholics, and a conſtant 
lingering Pain in the right Iliac Region, 

it muſt end in Death. 
As the Action of the Fibre is aug- 
mented, in proportion to the Force or 
Pondus 


] 
; 


Poadus of the Body impetling upon it, 
hence it follows, that Mercury may 
occaſion Spaſins, and violent Gripings in 
the Bowels, (5c. eſpecially in Bodies 
whoſe Fibres are in a ſufficient State of 
'Teafion, And if what Baglivins de 


Abra motrice, and Hequet de purganda 


mere diſpoſed for Tenſion than Relaxa-' 


tion, is true, the Danger is the more 
 conliderable, and oftner _— 
| hended. 


From this ſame Principle Mercury may 
alſo cauſe too quick a Proteuſion of the 
Aliments thee” the inteſtinal Canal; and 
ſo hindering a dye Separation of :Chyle, 
the Orificcs of the Lacteals being likowifſe 


too much contracted, by peafon of the 


Tenſion, bring on an Atrophie, este; 
and Conſumptien. By - ſcouring the 
Inteſtines too mueh of the Mucus brteffi- 
nalis, Mercury may alſo occaſion a Len- 

teria, Diarrhea, and Dyſenteria. 
I might enmnerate many more bad 
Conſequences, that probably may attend 
the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the taking of crude Mercury: But I am 
perſuaded that whoſoever reads this, with 
Attention, will not pour down into his 
Guts fo precarious an Agent, without 
good Advice; and thoſe who have done 
I already, will tremble at the 1 
of it. 

The ingenious and learned Gendenen 
who recommends this Practice, does not 


_ favour the Public with any Rationale 


of the manner of its operating in the 
human Body, neither does he take notice 
of any harm it can do there; if he had, 
I am ſure there would not be fuch a 
Number of People, who now, or here- 
after will; too late, repent the taking 
of it. Whatever may have been his 
Reaſon for it; I leave the Reader to 
think; for my part, I dare to affirm 
this, that ſome Nurſes, and even the 
Grave-diggers, are obliged to him 
for it. 

Come we now to 3 as Caſes 
Wherein the Author recommends crude 
ery. I do this not by way of,,ori- 


ficifing 


x 


of Mercur). | 41 
ticiſi ing upon his Treatiſe, but to caution 
the Public in regard to this Practice. 

He recommends crude Mercury in the 
Aſthma, Phtyſic, or Conſumption from 
diſtemper d Lungs, the Stone, Barrenneſs, 
and the Diſcaſes of the Stomach and In- 
teſtines. 

As an Aſthma, or Difficulty of Breath 
ing, proceeds * different Cauſes, o 
there are alſo various Degrees and Stages 
of it. It proceeds from Pus, thick or 
mucilag inous Juices, or Polypuſes i in the 
Bronchia, or Veſicles of the Lungs? 
The only Way Mercuty helps ſuch 
Aſthmas, muſt be by ſcourin g and cleans 
ſing theſe Parts from their Infarctions. 
But if this Matter is grown very tough 
and hard; if polypuſes and Scirrhuſes 
are formed, it cannot be expected Merz 
cury will relieve, but rather aggravate 
the Caſe, If the Veſicles of the Lungs 
are grown hard and dry, or if diſpoſed 
for Corruption, pray what will be the 
Conſequence from the violent Impulſc of 
the mercurial Globules, but total De- 
G ſtruction ? 
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ſiruction* Or if the Aſthma ſhould pro- 
cced from Conſent of ſome neighbouring 
Part diſtemper'd, or from too great a 
Plenitude, or a natural Conformation or 
Adherence of the Lungs, tis eaſy to per- 
ceive we may expect much harm from the 
Uſe of Mercury, inconſiderately apply d. 
Therefore, tho* Mercury may be good 
in fome Aſthmas, by cleanſing the firſt 
Paſſages of the viſcid Flegm, which ſup- 
plies the Infarction in the Lungs, a great 
deal of Miſchief may be done, by giving 
it promiſcuouſly. | 
After the Author has deſcribed a Con- 
ſumption or Phtyſic, in which he ſays 
the Patient complains of a Soreneſs in 
his Breaſt, Difficulty of Breathing, Lofs 
of Appetite, a great Heat and Dryneſs in 
the Palms of his Hands, with frequent 
and ſudden Fluſhings in his Face ; obſerve 
well, after, I ſay, he has given a Receipt 
to cure this Diſorder, he concludes, 
* and I have of late experienced that 
* Quickſilver is the moſtibeneficial Thing 
ce in all the Morld for the Lungs, taking 
one Ounce every Morning.” 1 
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I muſt own it would be putting an 
Affront upon the Doctor's Judgment, to 
appeal to Miners, or Gilders, (5c. aſter 
his ipſe dixit; elſe, I am ſure, they 
would unanimouſly affirm the contrary, 
from woful Experience. Beſides, the 
mercurial Particles, from the above 
Theory, muſt neceſſarily increaſe the 
hectic Heat; one of the chief Complaints 
in this Diſeaſe. | 
He recommends Mercury alſo in the 
Stone. After having diſcanted upon the 
Stone, or Nepbritis, with ſome Reme- 
dies for it, he ſays, but you may pleaſe 
to try one Ounce of Quickfikeer ecery 
Morning for one Month: I bade knows 
this do Wonders. Sure he cannot mean 
it will break or diſſolve the Stone in the 
Kidneys, Ureters, or Bladder; Then 
it muſt be, that the Doctor means, it 
will cleanſe thoſe Veſſels from their 
Saburra, and alſo prevent its Return 
But this alſo is very hard to account for; 
If any conſiderable Quantity of Mercury 
gould reach thoſe Paſſages as calily as 
| G 2 the 
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the Prime Vie, this Aſſertion would 
bear a good colour of Truth; but as it 
has not been demonſtrated yet, that any 
viſible Quantity of Mercury comes away 
by Urine, 1 muſt beg leave to keep in 
Suſpenſe, till I am better convinced. 

| Moreover, in all Complaints of the 
Stomach from Indigeſtion, an Ounce of 
crude Mercury is alſo recommended, I 
hear ſome have improved this Theory, 
and without taking the Trouble to go to 
the Druggiſts for Mercury, they ſwallow 
any little Pebble or Pebbles they find in 
their Walks. If Mercury is to act as a 
Scourer and Cleanſer, I can't help think- 
ing a Pebble will perform that Office 
better than Mercury, this being of a 
globular Form, the other having com- 
monly many Angles; and if, by way of 
an Abſorbent, Crabs eyes will anſwer 
the Purpoſe better, and * leſs 
Riſq ue. 

I cannot forbear taking notice of the 
Poor's Aſſertion, very grand indeed! 


which i is, that Quichſi ilger never did any 
barm. 
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harm. Becauſe, ſays he, what gives 
offence to Nature, is the Spiculæ, Points 
or Edges; Owickſlver always retaining 
a globular Figure. Now as I have en- 
deavoured to prove above, that Quick- 
filver doth not always retain a globular 
Form in the Body; and that beſides, 
the Particles of Mercury muſt neceſſarily, 
in circulating with the various Juices of 
the Body, attract many Spicula, and 
according to the Habit, ſometimes proye 
very detrimental ; I therefore muſt beg 
leave to ſay, that I think this Aſſertion 
is confuted by Reaſon and Experience. 

After we have thus ſhewn the Reaſon 
why Mercury may do much Prejudice 
when miſapplied ; we come, laſtly, to 
corroborate this Theory from Facts. 
Was it poſſible to know all the Caſes 
where it has been detrimental, I don't 
doubt but we ſhould find all, or moſt of 
thoſe Conſequences I mentioned, to 
attend this inconſiderate Practice. I 
candidly have owned it has done, in 
ſome Aſthmas, ſingular Service: But as 

the 
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the Town is already ſufficiently prevented 
in favour of it, I hope I ſhall not be 
thought partial for ſaying no more on 
this Head; my chief View being to cau- 
tion People not to run any riſque. 'To 
ſum up the whole : 'The preſent practi- 
{ing Phyſicians of this Town, who with- 
out all Diſpute are a Set of the moſt 
learned and judicious Men in Europe, 
all agree, that Mercury hardly procures 
any viſible Advantage, but in Aſthmas 
only. 

And even here it may do miſchief; 
witneſs, a certain Gentlewoman, who 
had an Aſthma, with which ſhe expecto- 
rated very plentifully; After ſhe had 
taken Mercury ſome time, ſhe ceaſed to 
bring up any Flegm ; her Aſthma was 
converted into a dry and convulſive one, 
and ſhe too late wiſhed for her old 
Aſthma again, 

It has been found, that this way of 
taking Mercury will bring on a Saliva- 
tion ; an undeniable Proof that ſome of it 
enters the Blood. Tho this does not 


happen 
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happen very frequently, yet, as no one 
is ſure it will not be his Caſe, I leave 
the Reader to think to what Danger 
ſach Perſons are expoſed, fince any, the 
leaſt Cold, is fatal in a Salivation ; occa- 
ſioning violent Fevers, Inflammation of 
the Jaws, Cholics, Dyſenteries, Ge. 
Or if it only increaſes the inſenſible Per- 
ſpiration to a great Degree, as ſome 
pretend, Colds will produce analogous 
Diforders, tho' in a leſs Degree. This, 
I am apt to believe, has been the Fate of 
ſeveral who got violent Fevers, Pleuri- 
ſies, and other inflammatory Diſorders, 
whilſt they were following this Courſe. 
Such Caſes are not uncommon, if 
People will but own the Truth. And 
I am informed that a certain Knight, who 
lately died, knowing this to be his Caſe, 
profeſſed to his Friends, during his Ill- 
neſs, that he had brought it upon himſelf 
by taking of Mercury. And ſurely ſuch 
Fevers muſt be more dangerous, the 
Globules of Mercury increaſing the: Velo- 
city of the Blood's Motion,” as has been 
proved above. Some 


— x" —_—_ 1 2322 — A - 
- — — — — — — — —— —— — mm _ — 5 


- —̃ — — — — 


48 The Uſe and Abuſe 


Some have been taken with a violent 
Spitting of Blood; of which two Perſons 
lately died ſuddenly; And a Gentleman, 
who had a Mind to be in Faſhion, upon 
taking ſome crude Mercury, was flung 
into a Bloody-flux, which obſtinately 
baffled all the Skill of a very eminent 
Phyſician of this City, who after he had 
try'd all the Materia Medica can afford; 
was fain to tell the Patient he could do 
no more for him; and to relinquiſh him 
to Fate. 


A Gentleman came to Bath laſt Sum- | 


mer, for a paralytic Diſorder in both his 
Arms; for which he conſulted a noted 
Phyſician of the Place, by whoſe Advice, 


and the Uſe of the Waters, he was con- 


ſiderably relieved : And Mercury coming 
at that time much into Vogue, ſome 
body ask'd him, why he did not take 


Mercury, which had done wonderful 


Cures? Whereupon the Gentleman, 
without telling his Doctor of it, took 
ſome ; but ſoon experienced, to his Sor- 


row, its ſad Effects; for he relapſed, 
I ane 


$ 


e 
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and his Lameneſs became worſe than be- 
fore : An evident Proof how prejudicial 
it js to the Nerves, 

This brings me to mention a Caſe of 
one, who, after he had been taking Mer- 
cury for ſome Time, loſt his Senſes, and 
has been ſeveral Weeks under the Care 
of a Phyſician, deſervedly famous for this 
kind of Diſorder, He had never had 
any Symptoms of Madneſs before, nei- 
ther are any of his Family ſubje& to it. 
Some pretend that Grief for the Loſs of 
a Relation was the Cauſe ; but it was ne- 
ver ſuſpected, by thoſe who converſed 
with him, his Sorrow would produce any 
ſuch Effect. Others ſay, it could not 
come from the Mereury, he having left 
it off ſome Time. But, according to 
my Theory, the Effect might ſhew it 
ſelf ſome Time after, ſome Particles' of 
the Mercury remaining lodged in thoſe 
Parts ſubſervient to the rational Facul- 
ties. The Fact is true; the Perſon 
took crude Mercury, and he loſt his 


Senſes: And ifthere is but a bare Poſſibi- 


H lity 
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lity for ſuch a Cataſtrophe, I defy any 


one to pqur Mercury dawn unadviſedly, 


without trembling for fear of ſuch dread- 
ful Conſequences, 

A Gentleman of a very good Eſtate in 
Eſſex, who had been formerly a Linen- 
Draper, having taken Mercury with good 
Succeſs for an Aſthma, extoll'd the Ex- 
cellencies of it to all his Acquaintance. 
Aſter he had uſed it for about a Vear, his 


Aſthma being almoſt cured, he drop'd 


down dead ſuddenly in the Veſtry. 
Another Mercury-Taker, not far from 
Srocks-Market, died alſp, not long ſince, 
of an Apoplexy. And I leave it to far- 
ther Obſervation, whether the late In- 
creaſe of ſudden Deaths, is not in ſome 


meaſure owing to this Practice. 

A Gentleman in Tyoly-ftreet took Mer- 
cury for a Pain in the Small of his Back, 
ſuppoſed to proceed from the Kidneys. 
He grew eaſier of his Pain, and reſted 
better at Nights than befare; but his Legs 
broke out in great Blotches, covered with 
gcurf, which territicd him fo, that he ſent 


tprudent Praice, 


of Mercury: zt 
for à Phyſiciah and Apothecafy, under 
whoſe Hands he continued ſome Time; 
but has not thought proper to venture 


upon crude Mercuty again; 
A very worthy Gentleman of Cook's 


Curt took Mercury for ari Aſthma, but 


died ſoo after of a violent Fever; which 
all his Friends unanimouſly impute to this 
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REMARKS 


ON THE 


TREATISsE of the Uſe and 


Abuſe of Mzzxcury, in Dr. 
Dover's Antient Phyſician's Legacy, 
Edit. IV. 


8 £8 <4 
HE Title of the fourth Edition 
of your Antient Phyſician's 


Bs Legacy, gave me great Hopes 

you wou'd, by Dint of Rea- 
ſoning, prove my Objections to be weak, 
or that my Conſequences & are not fairly 


drawn 
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drawn from the Premiſes, which is the 
right way of anſwering an Argument; 
however, I was ſtrangely diſappointed 
when I peruſed it, and muſt needs ſay, 
that if your Defence appears in the ſame 
Light to others, as it does to me, you 
might as well have ſaved your Labour. 
Youſay, Jam ſurpria d that you ſhould 
preſcribe it (Crude Mercury) in ſuch a 
Variety of Complaints, My Surprize 
would ſeem reaſonable enough to the 
Reader, if you had been ſo ingenuous as 
to quote the Sentence in its full Force, 
big. © It is admirable, the Author of the 
* Antient Phyſician . Legacy ſhould pre- 
* ſume to recommend it in various Caſes, 
* without any Limitation, ſaying, he 
ce never knew it to do any Harm.“ And 
thus, I don't doubt, it appears, to every 
impartial Reader, I had good. Reaſon to 
be ſurprized. You add, That, in Juſtice, 
I ought to have told the World, that 
your Recommendation of Quickſilver is 
ſupported by undeniable Facts, and a long 
Courſe of Experience. But as you would 


1 have 


2 
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have me advance nothing on my own Be- 
half, but what I am very ſure of, how 
can you pretend I ſhould affirm in your 
Favour Things that appear very dubious? 

When I aſſerted, that crude Mercury 
was taken in great Plenty in the laſt Cen- 
tury, I did not mentiori the King's Name 
in whoſe Reign it was, thinking it not 
material; and as you ſo readily can re- 
ſolve this Difficulty, I ſuppoſe others of 
equal Age may do ſo too. I can therefore 
not ſee why this ſhould be taken fo much 
amiſs, unleſs I offended in taking from 
you the Honour of introducing this lau- 
dable Practice. You ſay, if 1 had not 
mentioned the King, I ſhould, at leaſt, 
have ſaid who was then Lord Mayor: 
I dont apprehend any Joke in this, un- 
leſs you took the Lord Mayor for the 
greater Perſon of the two, or at leaſt the 
King's Equal, 

You fay, I have led the World into a 
blind Labyrinth of hard Words, and un- 
intelligible Terms. I cannot think there 
is any Reaſon for this Complaint, when 
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the Author of the Antidote, who, ſays 
he, is not of the Profeſſion, ſo readily 


apprehends my Meaning. 
In 2 179. I find that calling a Story 


ſh, is your way of anſwering it. 


Since I don't pretend to take upon me 
the Office of a phyſical Dimock, I think 
it not proper to accept the Challenge you 
give me, to make jt appear that you loſt 
three Patients theſe five Years, where you 
was firſt called ; and, to avoid perſonal 
Reflections, lv the Publick, or ſuch 
as have an Opportunity to watch your 
Practice, to judge. 

How you come to preſume, that I think 
the Lungs not affected in an Aſthma, is 
very ſurpriſing to me. Any Perſon who 
is capable of taking the Meaning of a Sen- 
tence, even A Child, may eaſily ſet you 
right in this ſtrange way of preſuming. 

I am glad to find you ſo condeſcending 
as to allow, that I have proved Mercury 


not to be good in all Caſes ; for, tis plain, 


many thought it could do no Harm at all 


when they took i it for all manner of Com- 
plaints, 
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could be y ur Opinion, but inclinable to 


plaints, without any Advice. And what 


this, when you roundly-afſerted, 77 never 


knew it do any Harm? Thus, however, 
you tacitiy own I have cautioned the 


Publick, and, doubtleſs, ſaved many from 
Ruin. 
In one Place, you are pleaſed to ſay, 
I give Mercury daily; in another, you 
make me an unskilful Practitioner, 
but, at laſt, you grow ſo angry as 
to ſay, that, notwithſtanding my ela- 
borate Treatiſe on the Uſe and Abuſe of 
Mercury, I have not the leaſt Pretenſions 
in the World to the Title of a Phyſician, 
I fancy, that notwithſtanding your great 
Sagacity, you are miſtaken in your Man 
or elſe you advance a Paradox as won- 
derful as ſome of your Cures, For, in 
my humble Opinion, one who had regu- 
tar School and Univerſity Education, has 
taken up his Degree of Doctor of Phy- 
fick, and practiſed ſeveral Years with 
Succeſs, has a good Title to be called a 
Phyſician, This being my Caſe, I leave 
any: 
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any one to judge whether your Charge 
is juſt. I ſhould not be ſo particular, if 
it were not to ſhew the Artifices you have 
Recourſe to, to miſguide the Reader's 
Judgment. If you knew not the Author, 
was it prudent to throw on him this per- 
ſonal Reflection; or if you did; is it ho- 
neſt thus notoriouſly to invade Truth ? 
For the ſake of the Proverb; Errare bus 
manum eſr, which; you know, fits ſome 
better than others in this blundering Age; 
1 will not dwell any longer on this Point, 
but proceed to examine the reſt of your 
judicious Remarks. 

You aſſert, Sir, that Mercury paſles 
away by Urine, and name three Gentle- 
men for Evidences: But you muſt give 
me leave to ſuſpend my Aſſent, till I am 
ſatisfied in this Point, 

P. 183. You give me the civil Apella- 
tion of an Enemy of Mankind, and fay I 
am a Devil; on the other ſide, by an ele- 
gant Inverſion of your Latin Motto; for, 
it ſeems, you are fond of repeating nota» 
ble Sentences, which alſo appears, in 

I P81. 
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P. 8 1. and 183. | I ſhould be horridly 
*provok'd if it was. not done in the Latia 
Language, which I pay very great De- 
ference to, ſince a Scrap of it flung à pro- 
pos into our Writings, makes what is 
doubtful plain to the Vulgar, and often 
ſupplies the Defect of Senſe and Rea- 
ſon. 
Towards the Concluſion of your Re- 
marks, you ſay, © I ſhall publiſh ſeveral 
% Facts, and ſo turn you over to the Au- 
te thor of the Antidote to give you ano- 
« ther Pill, when you ſhall think proper 
{© to favour us with a ſecond Edition of 
* your Uſe and Abuſe of Mercury.“ 1 
fuppoſe you mean, you will publiſh thoſe 
Facts, which you have publiſh'd already 
mn the preceding Pages, or elſe you diſ- 
appoint the Publick. You want ſome 
Phyſici cian to publiſh a Regimen to cool 
Perſons in Fevers: Buit, 1 think, one 
who knows how to bleed People from 
fifty to a hundred Ounces, at one time, 
ftands in need of no ſuch Arcanum, 
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Vou domt doubt, ſay you, the moſt 
learned Gentlemen of the Faculty. have 
read Riveritiz and Sennertis's Inftitutes : 
Pray why muſt the moſt learned Phyfi- 
cians be called upon, for the reading f 
thoſe kind of Books, which Students of 
Phyſick begin with © This ſhews you 
have a very mean Opinion of their Learn- 
ing; and you might as wyll, with a grave 
Countenance, ſtate the Queſtion, Whe- 
ther. Sir {aac Nr over ee 1 
clid's Elements. | 

On the laſt Page, you give us adder 
Inſtance of your Dexterity at perſonal 
Reflections; even the nm abred * 
not your Laſh. 

Drawing now | towards a Gand 
you tell us, Net you cannot recommend 
ſo general and univerſal a Uſe of ii 
How univerſal a Uſe? that which you 
had recommended before, or That which 
I condemn?!" None, you eofitinie, ſnidhlk 
venture on the-Uſe of Mercbry, without 
the Advice of fome able — who bil 
derſtands the Nature of it. To this 1 
4k I 2 readily 
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readily agree; it being the chicf Drift. in 
wy Treatiſe, SOT 29; 7% 

And now I am come to Fins. The 
Motto here is, Exritat ad venerem. 1 
have puzzled long to find out the Appli- 
cation of this Sentence; whether Mercuy 
Ty, the reading of this Book, or the Word 
Finis, is underſtood here by the Provo- 
cative. The Opinjons of the Learned arc 
various about it; and therefore, I hope, 
yop'll be ſo good as to clear up this Mat- 
ter in your next Edition. 

And now, bidding you adicu, I turn 
my ſelf to your Champion, the Author of 
the Antidote, to whom, I don't doubt, I 
ſhall give a very good Bolus for his Pill; 
or, if he pleaſes, a little prepared Mer- 
cury, to make his Pill work off the 
brisker. 


. S1 could not forbear ſmiling when 
I read of the Gentleman who labour d 
under an hyſteric Caſe, I hope you 


don't fangy bim of the W 


TO 


Kind. 


Une 
ANTIDOTE 


"NEE — 

f Should hardly have thought it 

requiſite to anſwer your Trea- 
tiſe, if Dr. Dover. had not re- 
—2 fcrr'd himſelf to you, as his 
Advocate. 

Let us therefore go back, and take an 
impartial View of what I ſet forth in my 
Treatiſe on the Uſe and Abuſe of Mercu- 
ry ; and, after we have examined , your 
Reply, we ſhall be the better able to clear 


I up 


vp this . «od 85 0 ha the ob | 
of the Argument. 8 1 

1 ſet gut with ſnewing 18 Hawk | 
People run in taking erude Mercury; & 
ter the modern Faſhion, from anatomical 
and philoſophical Reaſons, in order to 
make them LOWE cdutiohs,* and that they 
ought not to engage in thiy Proſe ws 
without Advice of a Phyſician. 
allow 'd it might do Good in ſome — 
but not in all, nor with ſo much Safety 
as rr of Mereury pretend. , 

This is the provocation which. alarms 
you. You tell the Publick, that you 
preſume the Phyſicians, ſeeing what won- 
derful Cures are perform'd by this harm- 
leſs Medicine, and jealous that ' every 
Body ſhould have it in their Power to 
operate ſuch Miracles upon themſelves, 
have therefore, with a ſordid View of 
Self-Intereſt, ſet me to compile this Trea- 
tiſe, in order to frighten ' People, and 
put them out of Conceit-with the faſhion- 
able Practice. | | 


This, 
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This; Sir, I think, is the Putpott of 
your Pamphlet, placed in a true Light, 
which, if it proves any thing, proves too 
much, eig. that erude Mercury can do 
ho Harm at all; which is cofitrary to 
Experience. * 

You ſeem ſo extremely fond of voi 
darling Mercury, that you can't bear the 
Thoughts of ſceing him abuſed, and re> 
venge the Aﬀeont, which, you imagine, 
is put upon him, not only on me, but the 
whole Faculty of Phyfick. To this End 
your Treatiſe is uſher'd in, with a Pre- 
face full of ſatyrical Reflexions; the Sum 
total of which amounts to this only, that 
there are craſty Pretenders in the Pro- 
feſſion of Phyſick, as well as in all others. 

To ſhew you how little I am nettled at 
this mighty ſatyrital Fling, I will, at once, 
orant your Propoſition; and this my Com- 
plaiſance, I hope, will be a proper Opiate 
for the Sting of your intended Satyr. 
In your Title Page, you are pleaſed 
to fay, that you'll endeazotiy to ſhew, 
that the Dangers I affert ate not fupported 
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by Fact or Reaſon. I muſt own this is 
modeſt, but not very conſiſtent with your 
ſelf; for, i in p. 11. you ſay, that ended» 
vouring to prove is not always attended 
with Succeſs ; and therefore | beg Leave 
to retort upon you, what you there ſaid 
of me, admiring you ſhould pretend to 
overthrow my Reaſoning, when, p. 12. 
you confeſs I led you out of your Depth. 
Pag. 8. You accuſe me of not knowiag 
what Mercury is, and ſend me back to my 
Studies. If you had read my Treatiſe 
with Attention, you would not have ſtarted 
ſuch a groundleſs Suppoſition; or, if you 
had underſtood the Subje& better, you 
would have raiſed more weighty Ob- 
jections, and not thought a Sneer a 
ſufficient Anſwer. Let me call to your 
Mind an old Proverb, Ne ſutor ultra 
crepidam. 

You require of me I ſhould ſet out 
with accounting for the Operation of Pur- 
gatives and Sudorificks. This, methinks, 
is ſomewhat foreign to the Purpoſe; 
however, if I had known your Mind be- 
fore, 
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fore, I might, perhaps, have complied ; 
but now muſt beg Leave to refer you to 
ſome other Book, I fancy, if you are 
not over ſcrupulous, Boer bhaave de viri- 
zus Medicamentorum may do your Bu- 
{ineſs. 

' You think I have no Reaſon to repre- 
ſent a Salivation, which this Method of 
taking crude Mercury brings ſometimes 
on unawares, as dangerous. You did 
well to tell us before-hand you was no 
Phyſician, elſe I ſhould have thought you 
a very great Blunderer. And as to my 
Theory, tis idle for you to queſtion the 
Juſtneſs of it, until you are able to pro- 
duce a better; or, if it were dubious, it is 
no great Matter how it enters into the 
Blood ; it is enough it does, | 

In p.12. you ſay, that if Mercury ſur- 
mounts all Difficulties, it will, without 
any Difficulty, follow the Courſe of the 
Juices, and find its Exit thro the Pores. 
Pray is this proving any Thing, or beg- 
ging the Queſtion ? For my Threats of 
Its remaining in the Body, you ſay, you 

tl K have 
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have nothing but my fine ſpun Cobweb 
Theory; and for its paſſing, daily Expe- 
rience, without one Exception. There 
you prove that Wits have no great Me- 
mory : For, in p. 17. you quote your 
ſelf, a Gentlewoman who kept half a 
Pound of Mercury ſix Months within 
ber. But, if this is not enough to con- 
vince you, I ſhall produce an Example 
too harſh for your coarſe ſpun Practice to 
anſwer, 

I am ſurpriz'd that a palliative Cure 
of an Aſthma ſhould be call'd the greateſt 
Cure that ever was performed; and that 
you ſhould conclude, where is the Man, 
who, under that Diſorder, would not 
try the Chance of his being in the like 
Eſtate © You omit here, very artfully, 
or of killing himſelf. 

I fee no Reaſon why you ſhould ſup- 
poſe, I believe with you, that Mercury, 
in the iliac Paſſion, operates by an intrin- 
fical good Quality, which no one can ex- 
plain, I muſt here beg your Pardon, 
and tell you I am no Bigot: For, as 1 
live 
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live in an Age when People are not ſo 
fond, as formerly, of groping about in the 
Dark for occult Qualities, I deſire to be 
excuſed from chiming with you in this 
Piece of Superſtition. 

Now let us ſee how you anſwer my 
Caſes, in order to diſprove them, In 
one Place you ſay, that tho' the Uſe of 
Mercury had turn d the humoral Aſthma 
into a dry and convulſive obe, if the 
Gentlewoman had perſiſted, that might 
have been cured alſo, Lo, the wonder- 
ful Force of this Argument ! In another 
Place, the Phyſician, the Patirut, and 
every one about him, muſt be miſtakes, 
to ſerve your Incredulity. | 

In p. 25. you think it a very gead 
Shift to fappoſe that paralytic Diſorders 
go off and return by Fits. As to your 
Gentleman who was oured of a Lameneſs, 
I may very well ask, Whether he was 


| paralytic e For, ſure, all Lamenefs does 


not proceed from a Palfy > And who 
knows but his Diforder might have 
nn he bad taken no Mercury. 

K 2 _ 


(68) 
This being your way of Reaſoning againſt 
me, I take Leave to make uſe of the ſame. 

You are extremly witty upon the Cafe 
of the Perſon who loſt his Senſes. I 
am perſwaded no one will make ſo flight 
on it, unleſs his Appetite be as ſharp ſet 
for Mercury as yours. In ſhort, you 
ſay my Caſes are dubious: Eut, pray, 
why ſhould your Cures be more certain, 
than the Miſchances I mention, 

Upon the whole, I find, Sir, you are 
too complaiſant to be ſuch a dangerous 
Enemy as the Doctor imagines. Tis 
true, you'll not allow my I heory, but 
have too much Conſideration to over- 
throw it. You recommend the Phyſi- 
cians ſhould adapt crude Mercury into 
their Practice: This Advice may be good; 
for if it were adminiſter'd by skilful Ob- 
ſtervators ſometimes, we might then have a 
better Foundation to proceed upon, than 
at this preſent, You alſo recommend 
People to conſult a Phyſician before they 
take it: Agreed, Thus tho' we differ in 
the Beginning and Middle, yet we hap- 
pily agree in the End. Some 


Some CAs Es which I col- 
lected ſince the Firſt Edition of 
this Pamphlet. 


Wi RJ COME Time ago, Mrs. & — 
BY o Barrer/ea, about fiſty Years 
| D) 5 of Age, being troubled with 
| WY Z frequent Colds and Head-achs, 
was adviſed, by Dr. „to take crude 
Mercury. Her Husband beg'd ſhe would 
not uſe ſo deſperate a Remedy, but ſhe 
perſiſted in her Reſolution, and accord- 
ingly took a Pound of it in four Doſes; 
which not paſſing through her, ſhe im- 
-mediately complained of a great Weight 
in her Bowels : Upon which ſhe grew 
feveriſh, and fell into a lethargick Diſ- 
order, and ſeem'd to have loſt her Senſes; 
for, when rouzed, ſhe gaye no Signs of 
knowing any Body, not even her neareſt 


Rela- 
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Relations. She gradually loſt the Uſe 
of her Limbs, cough'd violently, and ex- 
peRorated a purulent Phlegm of ſo fetid 
a Scent, that few cared to go near her, 
Under theſe Circumſtances ſhe linger'd 
ſix Weeks, when ſhe died quite emacia- 
ted to a Skeleton, The Mercury ſtaid 
in her Body four Weeks before any of it 
came away. 
A young Gentleman, Son of Sir J/—; 
had the Veneral Diſeaſe, and, by faſt li- 
ving, his Conſtitution was ſo much im- 
pair'd, that the regular Practitioners 
thought it not ſafe to ſalivate him. But 
Dr. — order'd the young Gentleman 
to take crude Mercury. At firſt he ſeem'd 
to mend, and ſo much eaſier, that the 
Doctor began to boaſt of the Cure. But, 
as Misfortune would have it, the Patient 
Fell into a violent Dyſenterie, which, not- 
withſtanding all Endeavours to ſtop it. 


made an End of all his Complaints, and 


his Life alſo: To the great Diſappoint- 
ment of all Parties. 


Mr. 


Wo her i » 
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the Space of three Months, but her Pain 
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Mr. N, my Lord B——'s Steward, 
had conſulted many Gentlemen of the 
Faculty, without Succeſs, for a lingering 
nervous Complaint, which had reduced 
him to a very weak Condition, My 
Lord, who had heard of ſome extraor- 
dinary Cures performed by Dr, —, 
deſired him to viſit his Steward, and try 
what he could do for him. The Doctor 
doſed him with crude Mercury, and 
work'd upon his Imagination ſo far, as 
to perſwade him he was well, and ad- 
viſed him to ride out to take the Air, 
Behold the wondrous Cure! The next 
Day, after his going Abroad, he died of 
an Apoplexy. | 
A young Lady who had been ſubjeR, 
for many Years, to periodical Pains in the 
Pit of her Stomach, took crude Mercury, 
after the Method now in Faſhion, during 


did not leſſen, but came oſtner upon her, 
She was alſo taken with continual loath- 
ing and frequent vomiting ; which two 
laſt Symptoms ſhe never had been trou- 

bled 
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bled with, before ſhe took crude Mer- 
cur7. | | 
A middle aged Man, who was now 
and then troubled with Fits of a bilious 


Cholick, applied to Dr. —, who ad- 


viſed him to uſe crude Mercury ; which 
this Patient did, during five or fix Weeks. 
He was, indeed, relieved of his Pains 
for about a Month, which was a longer 
Intermiſſion than what he uſed to have 
before ; but ſoon after he was ſeiz'd with 
moſt violent Fits of the ſaid Diſorder, 
and has more frequent Relapſes. 
Tho I had not the Liberty of naming 


the Parties, yet I hope that theſe, and 


the foregoing Caſes, in the Dreſs they ap- 
pear in, are ſufficient to convince any one, 
who is unbiaſs'd, that my Theory is 
well eſtabliſh'd ; and that crude Mercury, 
taken after the preſent Faſhion, may be 
very prejudicial in the firſt Paſſages, and, 
when convey'd into the Blood, exert its 
Power in a dangerous Manner. I muſt 
therefore ſcriouſly admoniſh the Reader 
to be cautious how he meddles with this 
preca- 


(73) 

precsticus Remedy: For no Medioins 
pon Eurth can be beneficial at all Times, 
and it all Conſtitutions; and a powerful 
Drug may as well do much Harm as 
200d; if miſapplied. 

Whoſoever wants further Information 
of this Matter, may read the learned 
Dr. Turter's elaborate Treatiſe, entitled, 
The Antient Phyfitian's Ligaty Apa. 
tially ſimvty d, & c. where he has favour'd 
the Publick with a ſatisfactory Account 
of this Practice, and clear'd it up e 
all 888 of Diſpute, 


A Word or tid of the Merctrialiſ 
J* ST now I peruſed a Pamphlet, en- 
titled, 4 ſbν t Review of the Ouick- 


ier Cimtroverſy, in a Letter to Dr. 
Dover. N 


1 ſhould have * this Treatiſe 
was deſigned to give up the Cauſe, in_a 
genteel Manner, by defending it flightly ; 
if I had not found Dr. Turner treated there 

* in 
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in a very rough manner, and- repreſented 
as having been partial in the Purſuit after 
his Caſes. The Fallacy appears ſo very 
plain, that Tl not enlarge on it; for eve- 
ry Reader is ſenſible, .. that Cavilling 
Evaſions, and perſonal Reflexidns. with- 
out anſwering the Objections, can be de- 
ſigned for nothing but to raiſe a Mit to 
hide points that are too knotty to reſolve. 

I can't but commend. the Author's, Diſ. 
cretiong that, as he finds the Weather too 
hot to. ſtudy, he likewiſe very prudently 
declines the Herculean Labour of anſwer-, 
ing Dr. Turner's Caſe of the Perſon, who 
was ſalivated by ſwallowing crude Mer- 
cury, if L may. uſe the Term, to Within 
an Inch of her Life. 
— To conclude: If Our. Author's Ar gu- 
ments are weak, and his Uſage coarſe, 
the Reader ought to excuſe it, to return 
the extraordinary Complaiſance, with 
which he gives him Leave to liken him 
to an e of an: 51 gib 234 


